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There Is Life Here

Japan After the Quake

Whenever | am asked to recollect my trip to Fukushima, what first comes to mind is knowing that | could
not have experienced all that | did, had | not become a journalist or got the chance to be part of the

Fukushima Ambassador’s Program. Perhaps these were the highlights of my trip.

| came to Fukushima as a journalist, looking for the stories of a disaster that changed a country, but that
other countries only skimmed the surface of. | think the group that | came with hoped to find answers to

unsolved questions and the insights of a conserved people. But we found much more than that.

True, we learned a lot about the logistics of the Great Eastern Japan Earthquake: the amounts of
acceptable radiation, the medical impact of the disaster, the policies the national government has
implemented to rebuild Japan. But what | found most striking while in Japan, amidst residue and long
faces that occasionally passed my way, is that there is life here. A willingness to fight, if not to just get by
and live. It doesn’t seem much different than where | live, in San Francisco. People take the train and like
to go out to dinner with their friends. Some student study English literature and some study biology. Kids

walk to school, while their parent’s make their way to work.

What's more is that when you meet these people, you also realize they are not much different than
yourself. They enjoy music and laughter. They’re not invincible, and have the ability to be scared or cry.
They’re human, not just a people who are trying to rebuild after an earthquake. And one realizes that it
takes this human interaction; this time taken to delve into another’s story; to bring a culture and people

thousands of miles away a little closer together. If | have learned anything, it's that.

My trip to Fukushima cannot possibly fit within a thousand words and I'm sorry to say that my return to
school, editorial duties, and finishing up a project that details all that we have experienced in Japan will
keep my words below a thousand. Like those we’ve come to know in Japan, we are also just trying to get

by, but that does not mean we have forgotten. We are in the midst of sharing their stories with the world.

By Lorisa Salvatin

My name is Lorisa (low-ree-suh) Salvatin. | am a photojournalism student from
San Francisco State University in California. | hope to one day go to grad school
for documentary film, if I'm not working for some media outlet, going to pilot school,
or returning to Japan via the JET Program. My best friends are a band named

Wander. | also like astrology, riding my bike, and sleeping.




Fukushima: Three years after

The Fukushima Ambassador

Program was a fantastic opportunity for
me to participate in. It was a unique
experience that focused specifically on

how the three disasters affected the

people of Japan while also providing
insight into the recovery process. Being in
the profession of radiation safety, typically
news about Fukushima only focuses on
radiological issues related to Fukushima
Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant. The

Fukushima Ambassador program

provided me a fresh new prospective to
see the humanity in the disasters; connecting me with the people of the Fukushima prefecture and surrounding

areas by giving me a chance to hear their stories, opinions, and ideas.

The whole trip was filled with experiences that are still difficult for me to describe. It was eye opening
to walk through the streets of Namie and see the abandoned city and actually contemplate the concept of
having to leave your life behind and move because of radioactive contamination. | experienced similar feelings
listening to the stories of evacuees that will never be able to return to the life they had before. Then it was
amazing to have a chance to spend a few nights with the Ara family in Soma and see how happy and vivid the
family was despite the coastal area of their home city being devastated by the tsunami only 3 year prior. The
Ara family was so kind and generous and it was a great honor to spend time in their home. | was also surprised
at how inspiring the Fukushima University students were about the Fukushima Prefecture. It was obvious that
the students had a passion for the local communities and they reverberated the common theme that | took
away from my experiences in Fukushima...Fukushima is more than just nuclear accident and an area affected
by disasters, Fukushima is a place of culture, friends, family, traditions, and beauty. That is the Fukushima that

I have come to know and | sincerely hope | get another chance to visit soon

My name is Lucas Duane Hetrick. | was born and raised in Boise, Idaho
(United States) and recently graduated with a M.S. degree in Health Physics
(Radiation Protection) from Colorado State University. | now am living in Los
Alamos, New Mexico working for Los Alamos National Laboratory as a

Radiological Engineer.




Like a Dream: The Best Two Weeks of My Life

August 11, 2014, two P.M. Tokyo time. After a ten-hour flight in which we crossed the
international date line and traveled 5,000 miles over the Pacific Ocean, our group of nine tired
travelers stepped off the plane and beheld the sights of Narita International Airport. And even though
| had traveled so much distance in just one day, it felt like | had never left home. | couldn’t really
describe that feeling.

Three years ago, when the March 11 disasters hit, | was still in my first year of college. It
being only my second semester, | was too busy with midterms, research papers, exams, and the
upcoming summer vacation to think much about the situation in Japan; the families of my Japanese
professors at the time lived in Osaka, and the few Japanese friends | had didn’t have any family or
friends affected by the disaster, and so after a fundraiser held by the Japanese Student Association
to raise money for relief efforts, at which | bought an AKB48 CD and a cute little wallet, among other
things, | found myself too wrapped up in my own life to worry about others. As a result, when |
applied for and was accepted onto the Fukushima project being run through my school three years
later, | knew very little about Fukushima and the disasters. Therefore, before | left for Japan, |
decided that | would use this opportunity to see Fukushima with my own eyes and learn for myself
what really happened three years ago, and what the situation is like today.

And yet two weeks isn’'t enough to learn what | wanted to know. | heard so many different
stories from so many different people and saw things that | feel like a normal tourist wouldn’t have
seen, and | feel like if | tried to put it into words, it wouldn’t do the people of Fukushima justice as to
what really happened and what life after the disaster is like. A quick Google search of “Fukushima”
will bring you everything from the Wikipedia page about Fukushima to more controversial articles
about the Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant not being safe, yet not one of these articles talks about the
sorts of people we met: real, living, breathing people with lives that were completely overturned by
the accident, who seem to be ignored in the myriad of data collection that has occurred. For example,
my host family, who lost their house, all their belongings, and even their grandfather in the tsunami.
Odawa-san, who lives alone in temporary housing and finds pleasure in tending to his fish.
Kenichi-san, who, before the disaster, loved to take walks along the beach and watch the shore. The
people of Fukushima have real dreams and real lives, face real challenges, and the least | can do is
to remember them and what they taught me. Their stories have touched me deeply, and | know that |
will never forget the two weeks | spent in Fukushima, Japan.

My name is Corinne Morier. | am in my final semester at San Francisco State

University, majoring in Japanese with a minor in Pacific Asian Studies. In my

free time, | enjoy watching anime, gaming, writing stories, drawing, and baking,
among other things, and when | graduate, | want to teach English in Japan via '

the JET programme.
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