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（English） 
 
Starting from April, We will do the “Elementary Japanese Class” and “Intermediate 
Japanese Class” “Advanced Japanese Class” ” Japanese Popular Culture“ “Interculture 
Communication ”“Introduction to Japanese Culture ＆ History ” ” Fukushima 
Ambassadors Program”for Exchange students.  
Details are as follows. 
 
How to register : Please fill in the class name on the registration form and submit it to 
the KYOMUKA. 
 
【Japanese Class】 
If you want to take Japanese Class, you need to take “J-Cat test”. We check your test 
score and decide the class you can take. And, only students who are permitted to take 
“Advanced Japanese Class” can take “Advanced Japanese Seminar” and “Japanese 
circumstances”. 

Class  name Teacher 
The day of 
the week 

Time Room Credit 

Elementary Japanese Class A 
Sasaki 

Chikako 
Monday 2 Global 

Room 1 

Elementary Japanese Class B 
Sasaki 

Chikako 
Tuesday 1 Global 

Room 1 

Elementary Japanese Class C 
Sasaki 

Chikako 
Thursday  1 Global 

Room 1 

Intermediate Japanese Class  

1-2  Grammar 

Nagashima 
Kyoko 

Wednesday 1 
113room in 

the Building 
of Economy 

1 

Intermediate Japanese Class 

1-2Conversation 

Nagashima 
Kyoko 

Friday 1 
106room in 

the Building 
of Economy 

1 

Intermediate Japanese Class 

1-2  Reading 

Nagashima 
Kyoko 

Thursday 2 
113room in 

the Building 
of Economy 

1 

Intermediate Japanese Class 

2-2  Grammar 

Nagashima 
Kyoko 

Friday 2 
106room in 

the Building 
of Economy 

1 

Intermediate Japanese Class 

2-2 Conversation 

Nagashima 
Kyoko 

Friday 3 
106room in 

the Building 
of Economy 

1 

Intermediate Japanese Class 

2-2  Reading 

Nagashima 
Kyoko 

Wednesday 2 
113room in 

the Building 
of Economy 

1 



Advanced Japanese Class 

A 

Imoto 
Ryo 

Tuesday 2 S-24 1 

Advanced Japanese Class 

B 

Imoto 
Ryo 

Thursday 2 S-24 1 

Advanced Japanese Class 

E 

Imoto 
Ryo 

Tuesday 1 S-24 1 

Advanced Japanese Class 

F 

Imoto 
Ryo 

Thursday 3 S-24 1 

Advanced Japanese Seminar  
Imoto 
Ryo 

Thursday    1 
113room in 

the Building 
of Economy 

2 

Japanese circumstances Nagashima 
Kyoko 

Thursday   1   S-24   2 

 
【Class taught in English】  
 The following classes are held in English. You can take all without test.  
  

Class  name Teacher 
The day of 
the week 

Time Room Credit 

Interculture 
CommunicationⅡ 

Onuma 
Atsuko 

Monday 2 Global 
Room 

2 

Japanese Popular Culture
Ⅱ 

Onuma 
Atsuko 

Monday 4 Global 
Room 

2 

Introduction to Japanese 
Culture ＆ HistoryⅡ 

Izumida 
Hideo 

Thursday 4 Global 
Room 

2 

Fukushima Ambassadors 
ProgramⅠ 

William D.Y 
McMichael 

8/19～30 Field 
work 

2 

※These classes aren’t publish the timetable of class attached to the “Learning 
Guidebook”. 
※Research student can take these classes. But they can’t take Credits. 
※As a rule, students who take “Elementary Japanese Class” must take all of A-2, B-2 and 

C-2. 
※JASSO Scholarship recipients must take the “Fukushima Ambassadors Program I”  

or participate as volunteer staff. 
 
                                                    

 



（日本語） 
 

交換留学生対象科目の開講について 
 

 
 ２０１９年４月～２０１９年８月の交換留学生対象の授業は下記のとおりとなります。 
 
（履修登録の方法） 
 他の科目同様、履修登録の用紙に授業名を記載し、教務課へ提出してください。 
 
【日本語科目】 
日本語科目は J-Catテストの結果を受けて、国際交流センターで受講できる授業を決定し
ます。また、「上級日本語演習」と「日本事情Ⅰ」は、上級日本語の履修を認められた学生

のみが履修可能です。 
科目名 担当教員名 曜日 時限 教室 単位数 

初級日本語 A-2 佐々木 千賀子 月曜 １ グローバル室 １ 
初級日本語 B-2 佐々木 千賀子 火曜 １ グローバル室 １ 
初級日本語 C-2 佐々木 千賀子 木曜 １ グローバル室 １ 
中級日本語 1-2（文法） 永島 恭子 水曜 １ 経済棟 113 １ 
中級日本語 1-2（会話） 永島 恭子 金曜 １   経済棟 106 １ 
中級日本語 1-2（読解） 永島 恭子 木曜 ２   経済棟 113 １ 
中級日本語 2-2（文法） 永島 恭子 金曜 ２  経済棟 106 １ 
中級日本語 2-2（会話） 永島 恭子 金曜 ３   経済棟 106 １ 
中級日本語 2-2（読解） 永島 恭子 水曜 ２ 経済棟 113 １ 
上級日本語 A 井本 亮  火曜 ２ S-24 １ 
上級日本語 B 井本 亮 木曜 ２ S-24 １ 
上級日本語 E 井本 亮 火曜 １ S-24 １ 
上級日本語 F 井本 亮 木曜 ３ S-24 １ 
上級日本語演習 井本 亮 木曜 １ 経済棟 113号室 ２ 
  日本事情Ⅰ  永島 恭子 木曜 １ S-24 ２ 
 

【英語による授業】 

科目名 担当教員名 曜日 時限 教室 単位数 

Interculture 
CommunicationⅡ 

大沼 敦子 月曜 ２ グローバル室 ２ 



Japanese Popular 
CultureⅡ 

大沼 敦子 月曜 ４ グローバル室 ２ 

Introduction to 
Japanese Culture ＆ 

HistoryⅡ 

泉田 英雄 木曜 ４ グローバル室 ２ 

Fukushima 

Ambassadors ProgramⅠ 

マクマイケル 

ウィリアム 

8/19～8/30 学外でのフィー

ルドワーク 

２ 

※本科目は、学習案内に添付されている時間割には掲載されておりません。 
※研究生も授業を受けることができます。但し、単位は付与されません。 

※初級日本語を受講する学生は、原則として A、B、Cのすべてを履修すること。 

※JASSO 奨学金を受給する学生は、「Fukushima Ambassadors ProgramⅠ」の履修もしくはボ

ランティアスタッフとして参加すること。（但し、後期も在籍する学生は、「福島未来学」

もしくは「Fukushima Ambassadors ProgramⅡ」を受講すれば、本講義の受講は必須では

ない。） 

 
 
 
                           



Period Time Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

※

Advanced Japanese Seminar
Imoto Ryo

113room in the Building of
Economy
Credit 2

10:20
～
11:50

Intercultural CommunicationsⅡ

　　　　　Onuma Atsuko
          Global room
　　　　　 Credit 2

Advanced Japanese Class
A
Imoto Ryo
S-24
Credit 1

Intermediate Japanese
Class
2-2(Reading)
Nagashima Kyoko
113room in the Building of
Economy
Credit １

1
8:40
～
10:10

Elementary Japanese Class
 A-2

Sasaki Chikako
Global room
Credit １

Advanced Japanese Class
E
Imoto Ryo
S-24
Credit 1

Intermediate Japanese
Class

1-2（Grammar）
Nagashima Kyoko
113room in the Building of
Economy
Credit 1

Intermediate Japanese Class
2-2（Conversation）
Nagashima Kyoko
106room in the Building of
Economy
Credit 1

4
14:40
～
16:10

Japanese Popular CultureⅡ

　　　　　Onuma Atsuko
          Global room
　　　　　 Credit 2

Introduction　to Japanese Culture　&
HistoryⅡ

　　　　　　　　Izumida Hideo
　　　　　　Global room
　　　　　   Credit 2

3
13:00
～
14:30

Advanced Japanese Class
F
Imoto Ryo
S-24
Credit 1

”Fukushima Ambassadors ProgramⅠ"will hold from 19th August to 30th August.

2019 First Period

 The curriculum for Exchange students

5
16:20
～
17:50

Intermediate Japanese Class
1-2(Reading)
Nagashima Kyoko
113room in the Building of
Economy
Credit １

Intermediate Japanese Class
2-2(Grammar)
Nagashima Kyoko
106room in the Building of
Economy
Credit 1

Intermediate Japanese Class
1-2（Conversation）
Nagashima Kyoko
106room in the Building of
Economy
Credit 1

Advanced Japanese Class
B
Imoto Ryo
S-24
Credit 1

Lunch Time

Japanese circumstances１
Nagashima Kyoko
S-24
Credit 2

Elementary Japanese Class

B-2
Sasaki Chikako
Global room
Credit １

Elementary Japanese Class

C-2
Sasaki Chikako
Global room
Credit １

2



2019年度前期交換留学生用授業時間割

時限 時間 月 火 水 木 金

※Fukushima　Ambassadors　ProgramⅠは、8月1９日～３０日に実施します。

1

2

3

4

5

13:00
～
14:30

Introduction　to Japanese Culture　&
HistoryⅡ

　　　　　　　　泉田　英雄
　　　　　　グローバル室
　　　　　　　　2単位

Japanese Popular CultureⅡ

　　　　　大沼　敦子
　　　　グローバル室
　　　　　　2単位

14:40
～
16:10

中級日本語Ⅱ会話
永島  恭子
経済棟106
１単位

上級日本語F
井本　亮
S-24
１単位

上級日本語A
井本　亮
S-24
１単位

上級日本語演習
井本　亮
経済棟113演習室
２単位

日本事情Ⅰ
永島　恭子
S-24
２単位

上級日本語E
井本　亮
S-24
１単位

初級日本語A
佐々木　千賀子
グローバル室
１単位

16:20
～
17:50

昼休み

8:40
～
10:10

10:20
～
11:50

初級日本語B
佐々木　千賀子
グローバル室
１単位

中級日本語Ⅰ文法
永島　恭子
経済棟113
１単位

上級日本語B
井本　亮
S-24
１単位

中級日本語Ⅰ読解
永島　恭子
経済棟113
１単位

中級日本語Ⅰ会話
永島　恭子
経済棟106
１単位

Intercultural CommunicationsⅡ

　　　　　大沼　敦子
　　　　グローバル室
　　　　　　2単位

中級日本語Ⅱ文法
永島　恭子
経済棟106
１単位

中級日本語Ⅱ読解
永島　恭子
経済棟113
１単位

初級日本語C
佐々木　千賀子
グローバル室
１単位
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初級日本語 

Elementary Japanese Class 
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中級日本語１ 

Intermediate Japanese Class 1 
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中級日本語２ 

Intermediate Japanese Class 2 
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上級日本語 

Advanced Japanese Class 
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1 ,2 ,3 ,4

,

2

(DP )

ICT

1

10
11
12
13
14
15

iPad

URL https://www.lib.fukushima-u.ac.jp/opac/rmbook/?lang=0&rmtype=1&reqCode=list&dptidpl=1&rmkey=51&rminf=%E4%BA%95%
E6%9C%AC%20%E4%BA%AE&rmnm=&codeno=7

Page 1 of 2

2019/03/15https://livecampus.adb.fukushima- ...

上級日本語A・B



A
B
C
D
F

10:30 12:00

Copyright (c) 2004-2011 NTT DATA KYUSHU CORPORATION. All Rights Reserved.

Page 2 of 2
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ICT

1
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(3)

E
E
E
E

10
11
12
13
14
15

Good Writing
iPad

/

Page 1 of 2

2019/03/15https://livecampus.adb.fukushima- ...

上級日本語E・F



URL https://www.lib.fukushima-u.ac.jp/opac/rmbook/?lang=0&rmtype=1&reqCode=list&dptidpl=1&rmkey=51&rminf=%E4%BA%95%
E6%9C%AC%20%E4%BA%AE&rmnm=&codeno=7

(1) (3)
A
B
C
D
F

10:30 12:00

Copyright (c) 2004-2011 NTT DATA KYUSHU CORPORATION. All Rights Reserved.

Page 2 of 2

2019/03/15https://livecampus.adb.fukushima- ...
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上級日本語演習



(

URL https://www.lib.fukushima-u.ac.jp/opac/rmbook/?lang=0&rmtype=1&reqCode=list&dptidpl=1&rmkey=51&rminf=%E4%BA%95%
E6%9C%AC%20%E4%BA%AE&rmnm=&codeno=7

10:30 12:00

Copyright (c) 2004-2011 NTT DATA KYUSHU CORPORATION. All Rights Reserved.

Page 2 of 2

2019/03/13https://livecampus.adb.fukushima- ...
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Class taught in English 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Schedule of 2019 Lecture Introduction of Japanese Cultural History2

For International Students of the University of Fukushima. Hideo Izumida, Dr.Eng.

1. Aim and Outline
Japanese cultural history will be taught in simple English language and with video materials. Number

of lectures will be 15 times, which highlights important events and works between prehistory and the World
War II.
2. Schedule of Class
(1) Briefing of Lecture: Required fundamental knowledge, geographical setting.
(2) Prehistory: Definition of Jyomon and Yayoi period. Society and Economy, Settlement and House, Pit-
House and Raised Floor House, Earthenware.
(3) Tumulus Period: Emergence of local lords and their tumulus, bronze-ware, clay image, Yamato Court,
and Myth, diplomatic exchange with Korea Peninsula and China Mainland, Nature Worship to
(4) Early Buddhist Period: Acceptance of Buddhism, Buddhist Temples in Asuka and Nara, Imperial City
and Court.
(5) Ise and Izumo Shrine: Location, Myth, Building Construction, Periodical Building.
(6) Heian Period: Kyoto City and Court, Life and Residence of Aristocrats, Buddhist temples and Gardens,
Creation of Kyoto Town-house.
(7) Report of Japanese Culture (1)
(8) Zen Buddhist Temples and Garden: Influence of Zen to Residence and Life, Teahouse, Sukiya tyle.
(9) Samura s Period: Castle, Samurai s Residence, Shoin style, Urban Life of Edo, Self Sufficient Nation.
(10) Edo Culture: Social Layers, Pilgrimage and Journey, Arts (Ukiyoe), Crafts (Netsuke), Dutch
Knowledge and Nagasaki, etc.
(11) Threatening by Foreign Nations: Nation s Protection and Strengthening, Foreign Settlement,
Shogunate vs. Imperial power.
(12) Meiji Restoration: Imperial Government, Industrialization and Modernization, Public Works, and
Education, Revision of Unequal Treaties, Acceptance of Western Culture.
(13) Sino-Japanese and Russo-Japanese War: Economic Development and Urban Development.
(14) Kanto Earthquake and Second World War:
(15) Presentation of Report of Japanese Cultural History by Students
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Japanese Popular Culture 
 

Introduction Japanese Pop Culture  
and  

Analysis of Japanese Short Stories (in English translation) 
 

Fukushima University: Spring 2019 
Monday 13:00-14:30 

 
 
INSTRUCTOR: 
 

Atsuko Onuma  
 
JPC2019SpringFukushima@gmail.com 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This course aims to channel students’ interests toward academic analysis and encourage 
them to view Japanese Pop Culture critically.  
 
 
No prior knowledge of Japanese or of Japanese language is necessary. The course is 
conducted in English. There will be English subtitles to the videos, and the readings will 
also be in English. 
 
FORMAT: 
 
A typical class is divided into two sections.  
 
The first part studies the overview of Japanese popular culture. We also briefly look at the 
background of develop. 
 
The second part of the course starts with a discussion about assigned Japanese short stories. 
Each story has a specific topic about the Japanese mentality. Then it proceeds on to 
compare and contrast with each student’s one. 
 
   
THE GOALS: 
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The course aims to help students acquire an understanding of Japanese Pop Culture. 
By the end of this course, students will be able to analyze what makes Japanese pop 
culture unique and different from that of other countries. Besides, through the reading 
Japanese short stories, students can understand 

 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
 
There are two required texts.  
 
1. Geek in Japan: Discovering the Land of Manga, Anime, Zen, and the Tea Ceremony  

(English Edition) 
 
Kindle edition ¥ 1,794    
Paperback ¥ 1,944 (searched 2018/03/13) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Kokoro (English Edition)  Publisher: Stellar Classics 
【Available at Fukushima University Library. If costs are an issue, please be aware that 
you can read this there.】 

         
Kindle edition ¥ 359   
Paperback ¥ 1,075 (searched 2018/03/13) 
 
 
 
 

 
Any additional readings or materials will be provided in class. 
   

READING, LECTURE, AND DISCUSSION SCHEDULE: 
 

Week Date Topic Lecture /Activities Readings 
/Assignment Due 

1 April 15 Course Outline 
and Structure 

[1] 
THE JAPAN FEW PEOPLE 
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Overview of 
Japanese Pop 
culture  
 
About “Lost in 
Translation” 

SEE  
pp.4-7 
 
 
[2] 
Before reading translated 
works 
 
“Lost in Translation”(2003) 
 
Concerning the Sound of  a 
Train Whistle in the Night or 
On the Efficacy of Fiction 
(Haruki Murakami)  

2 April 22 Symbols and 
Curiosities 

[1] 
 
[2] NOT “Fairy” Fairy Tale 
 
Gon the Fox (Nankichi 
Niimi)  

Moonlight Shadow  
(Banana 
Yoshimoto) 

3 May 13  [1] 
[2] 
Moonlight Shadow  (Banana 
Yoshimoto)  

Meros, Run! 
(Osamu Dazai) 

4 May 20 Manga Anime [1]  
[2] 
Meros, Run! (Osamu Dazai)  

Silence (Haruki 
Murakami) 

5 May 27 Cuisine [1]  
[2] 
Silence (Haruki Murakami)  

The woman who 
wrote Haiku( Seicho 
Matsumoto) 
 

6 June 3 Music [1]  
[2] 
The woman who wrote 
Haiku( Seicho Matsumoto)   
 

The Pillow Book  

7 June 10 Travel [1]  
[2] 
The Pillow Book   

 

8 June 17 Sports First Exam At Kinosaki(Naoya 
Shiga)   
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9 June 24 
 

Fashion [1]  
[2] 
At Kinosaki(Naoya Shiga) 

 

10 July 1 
10:20-
12:20 

Movie In class viewing 
Your name 

The Spider’s  
Thread (Ryunosuke 
Akutagawa) 

11 July 8 
10:20-
11:20 

Traditional Arts [1]  
[2] 
The Spider’s  Thread 
(Ryunosuke Akutagawa)  

Kokoro (Soseki 
Natsume) 

12 July 22 TV [1] 
[2] 
 Kokoro (Soseki Natsume)  

FINAL 
PRESENTATION 
PROPOSAL DUE 

13 July 29 Summary [1] 
[2] 

 

14 August 5 
10:20-
11:50 

 Final exam  

15 August 5 
13:00-
14:30 

 Final Presentation  

 
 
 
GRADING: 
 
Standard Letter Grading Scale: 
 
A = 90-100 
B = 80-89 
C = 70-79 
D = 60-69 
F = <60 

 
 
Your final grade will be determined according to the following factors.  
 
First Exam: 10%  
Final Exam: 20% 
Final Presentation Proposal: 10%  
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Final Presentation: 10% 
Attendance: 20% 
Class Participation: 20% 
 
 
First Exam: 10% 
 

91-100 A 
81-90 B 
71-80 C 
Less than 70 D 

 
Final Exam: 20% 
 

91-100 A 
81-90 B 
71-80 C 
Less than 70 D 

 
Final Presentation Proposal: 10%  
 
The goal of this proposal is to explain the questions and issues you want to address in your 
final presentation. Your proposal should (1) specify a concrete topic that can be addressed 
within the time limit, (2) introduce this topic to an unfamiliar reader, (3) contain a brief 
outline of the structure of your presentation, and (4) provide a list of at least five sources of 
information documented. 
Your proposal should be approximately a page and a half, or five hundred words, in length. 
This proposal is intended to function as a formal abstract and must be written in standard 
academic style. It will be graded on a Pass/Fail basis according to whether it meets the 
specifications of the assignment, and students will be expected to resubmit inadequate 
proposals before the next class period. 
 
Final Presentation: 10% 
 
The final presentation may deal with any topic relating to popular culture and Japan. The 
scope of this project is not limited to contemporary Japan and may take a comparative 
approach in terms of historical periods and different countries. Topics not addressed in 
class, such as children's entertainment, food cultures, and sports fandoms, are welcome and 
encouraged. 
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Each presentation will be five minutes in length. There will be a short period for questions 
and comments at the end of each presentation. Plan on using a PowerPoint slideshow or 
some other type of visual aid, but try not to rely too heavily on video. These presentations 
will be graded according to a four-point rubric: (1) clarity, or ability to convey content, (2) 
impact, or ability to demonstrate why the project is exciting and essential, (3) appropriate 
use of visual aids, and (4) ability to handle questions and comments. 
 
After the presentation, lead classroom discussion for 10-15 minutes. 
 
The PowerPoint file and/or other visual aids for the final project presentation should be 
submitted by noon of the day before the presentation. 
 
Attendance: 20% 
 
Attendance is not an option--it is a requirement. 
 
If you miss more than 4 times for this classes, you cannot receive a grade higher than C. 
Students that miss more than 7 times of their classes (unexcused) will receive an F (fail) for 
their course grade here in Fukushima University. 
 
Below is a case of absences that are considered. 
Illness – letter needed from your doctor stating when the illness began and for how long 
you should be staying home 
 
Your absences will not be excused for interviews, weddings, student activities, conferences, 
personal travel, non-documented ill, etc. 
 
Class Participation: 20% 
 
Students are expected to come to class having completed the assigned readings and to 
participate in class discussion actively. Repeated lack of preparation will significantly lower 
the participation grade, as will a demonstrated lack of respect for the instructor or the other 
students. Class participation is graded according to the following rubric: 
 
A: 100% – Strong participation, speaks more than twice during each class.  
B:   75% – Fair participation, speaks at least once each class. 
C:   50% – Minimal participation, does not speak but attends class. 
D:     0% – No participation, does not attend class. 
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CLASS POLICY: 
 
 
SUBMISSION OF PRESENTATION PROPOSALS: Unless a student has contacted the 
instructor sufficiently in advance with a reasonable explanation on why you cannot meet the 
deadline, any late presentation proposals are not accepted and immediately turn into a zero. 
 
MISSED EXAMS & PRESENTATIONS: There are no make-ups; a missed exams and 
presentations will count as the lowest score to be dropped. Students who arrive late will not 
be given additional time for the exams. 
 
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR: Students have the responsibility of contributing to a positive 
learning environment in the classroom. Students are expected to be in class on time, pay 
attention, and participate in discussion until the class is over. Frequent tardiness, leaving 
class early, or other disturbances will count against the student. Mobile phones should be 
turned off and put away during class. Students may use laptops or other electronic formats 
for note taking for this class.  
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work handed in is expected to be that of the student. Copying 
from others' work or cheating in any form will not be tolerated. Students found guilty of 
academic dishonesty will receive a zero for the assignment and may receive an “F” for the 
course.  
 
 
Disclaimer: 
 
The instructor reserves the right to make modifications to this information throughout the 
semester. 
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Intercultural Communications 
Uchi/Soto in Japan  

 
Fukushima University: Spring 2019 

Monday 13:00-14:30 
 
INSTRUCTOR: 
 

Atsuko Onuma  
 
IC2019SpringFukushima@gmail.com 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
 
This introductory course is for students with little or no prior experience in Japan introduces 
important communicative concepts and skills in everyday contexts. 
The key to understanding Japanese society is the dichotomy of Uchi (in-groups) / Soto (out-
groups), which explains why Japanese people behave the way they do and how they view 
"stranger" (NOT "foreigner" BUT "outsider.") 
 
No prior knowledge of Japanese or of Japanese language is necessary. The course is 
conducted in English. There will be English subtitles to the videos, and the readings will 
also be in English. 
 
FORMAT: 
 
Each class will consist of several segments:  
1) Introduction of new reading and observation assignments for the coming week;  
2) Discussion of readings distributed in class the previous week followed by general class 
consideration of reading topics and themes;  
 3) Instructor will ask questions to provoke and guide those discussions as may be needed 
and offer brief lectures as well as additional comments when appropriate. 
 
 
   
THE GOALS: 
 

The course aims to equip students with insights, strategies, and tactics for successful 
interaction. Lectures and discussions will develop students' awareness of understandings, 
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attitudes, and communicative skills needed for intercultural competence.  
 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
 
There is a required text.  
 
1. The Japanese Mind: Understanding Contemporary Japanese Culture (Tuttle 

Publishing) 
 
Kindle edition ¥ 1,605    
Paperback ¥ 2,036 (searched 2018/03/18) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Any additional readings or materials will be provided in class. 
 
A schedule of weekly readings and assignments will be distributed before the first day of 
class and updated as necessary. Be sure to note the dates that upcoming readings and film 
viewings are due. 
   

READING, LECTURE, AND DISCUSSION SCHEDULE: 
 
Week Date Topic Lecture /Activities Assignment 

1 April 15 Course Outline 
and Structure 
 
Overview of 
Uchi and Soto 
 
 

[1] Uchi to Soto pp.217-
222 
Shudan Ishiki pp.195-200 
[2] 
 

The Japanese Ie 
(Household or 
Family System) 
pp.119-126 

2 April 22 Japanese Family 
System 
 
Hierarchy – 
Tateshakai 

[1] The Japanese Ie 
(Household or Family 
System) 
pp.119-126 
[2] 
 

Sempai-Kohai 
(seniority), 
pp.187-194 
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3 May 13 Seniority 
School 

 [1]  Sempai-Kohai 
(seniority), 
pp.187-194 
[2]  
 

Ryosaikenbo  
pp.179-186 

4 May 20 
 

"Be Lovable!" 
Good Wives and 
Wise Mothers 

 [1] Ryosaikenbo  
pp.179-186 
[2]  
"Hataraki Man" 
 

 

5 May 27 
12:30-
14:30 

 In class viewing 1 
"The letter" 

 

6 June 3 
 

First Exam    
 

 

7 June 10 
13:00-
14:00 

 [1]  
[2] 

Oyaji vs Girl 
 

8 June 17 Generation gap 
(M) 

[1] Oyaji vs Girl 
[2] 

Soshiki pp.201-216 

9 June 24 
12:30-
14:30 

Religion [1] Soshiki pp.201-216 
 
In class viewing 2 
"St. Young Man" 

Aimai pp.9-16 
Kenkyo pp.143  
Honne to Tatemae 
pp.115-118 
 

10 July 1 
13:00-
14:00 

Ambiguous [1] Aimai pp.9-16 
Kenkyo pp.143  
Honne to Tatemae pp.115-
118 
 
[2] 
 
 

Nemawashi 
pp.159-164 
Calling People 
Names (K) 
 

11 July 8 
 

Business [1]Nemawashi pp.159-164 
Calling People Names (K) 
[2] 
 

"Manners are not 
enough."  
 

12 July 22 Manner [1] "Manners are not FINAL 
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enough."  
(M) 
[2] 
 

PRESENTATION 
PROPOSAL DUE 

13 July 29 Dealing with 
Foreigners(K) 

[1]  
[2] 
 

 

14 August 6 
10:20-
11:50 

Final exam   

15 August 6 
13:00-
14:30 

Final 
Presentation 

  

 
 
 
GRADING: 
 
Standard Letter Grading Scale: 
 
A = 90-100 
B = 80-89 
C = 70-79 
D = 60-69 
F = <60 

 
 
Your final grade will be determined according to the following factors.  
 
First Exam: 10%  
Final Exam: 20% 
Final Presentation Proposal: 10%  
Final Presentation: 10% 
Attendance: 20% 
Class Participation: 20% 
 
 
First Exam: 10% 
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91-100 A 
81-90 B 
71-80 C 
Less than 70 D 

 
Final Exam: 20% 
 

91-100 A 
81-90 B 
71-80 C 
Less than 70 D 

 
Final Presentation Proposal: 10%  
 
The goal of this proposal is to explain the questions and issues you want to address in your 
final presentation. Your proposal should (1) specify a concrete topic that can be addressed 
within the time limit, (2) introduce this topic to an unfamiliar reader, (3) contain a brief 
outline of the structure of your presentation, and (4) provide a list of at least five sources of 
information documented. 
Your proposal should be approximately a page and a half, or five hundred words, in length. 
This proposal is intended to function as a formal abstract and must be written in standard 
academic style. It will be graded on a Pass/Fail basis according to whether it meets the 
specifications of the assignment, and students will be expected to resubmit inadequate 
proposals before the next class period. 
 
Final Presentation: 10% 
 
The final presentation may deal with any topic relating to popular culture and Japan. The 
scope of this project is not limited to contemporary Japan and may take a comparative 
approach in terms of historical periods and different countries. Topics not addressed in 
class, such as children's entertainment, food cultures, and sports fandoms, are welcome and 
encouraged. 
 
Each presentation will be five minutes in length. There will be a short period for questions 
and comments at the end of each presentation. Plan on using a PowerPoint slideshow or 
some other type of visual aid, but try not to rely too heavily on video. These presentations 
will be graded according to a four-point rubric: (1) clarity, or ability to convey content, (2) 
impact, or ability to demonstrate why the project is exciting and essential, (3) appropriate 
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use of visual aids, and (4) ability to handle questions and comments. 
 
After the presentation, lead classroom discussion for 10-15 minutes. 
 
The PowerPoint file and/or other visual aids for the final project presentation should be 
submitted by noon of the day before the presentation. 
 
Attendance: 20% 
 
Attendance is not an option--it is a requirement. 
 
If you miss more than 4 times for this class, you cannot receive a grade higher than C. 
Students that miss more than 7 times of their classes (unexcused) will receive an F (fail) for 
their course grade here in Fukushima University. 
 
Below is a case of absences that are considered. 
Illness – letter needed from your doctor stating when the illness began and for how long 
you should be staying home 
 
Your absences will not be excused for interviews, weddings, student activities, conferences, 
personal travel, non-documented ill, etc. 
 
Class Participation: 20% 
 
Students are expected to come to class having completed the assigned readings and to 
participate in class discussion actively. Repeated lack of preparation will significantly lower 
the participation grade, as will a demonstrated lack of respect for the instructor or the other 
students. Class participation is graded according to the following rubric: 
 
A: 100% – Strong participation, speaks more than twice during each class.  
B:   75% – Fair participation, speaks at least once each class. 
C:   50% – Minimal participation, does not speak but attends class. 
D:     0% – No participation, does not attend class. 
 
CLASS POLICY: 
 
 
SUBMISSION OF PRESENTATION PROPOSALS: Unless a student has contacted the 



Syllabus Ver. 1 

 

7 
 

instructor sufficiently in advance with a reasonable explanation on why you cannot meet the 
deadline, any late presentation proposals are not accepted and immediately turn into a zero. 
 
MISSED EXAMS & PRESENTATIONS: There are no make-ups; missed exams and 
presentations will count as the lowest score to be dropped. Students who arrive late will not 
be given additional time for the exams. 
 
CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR: Students have the responsibility of contributing to a positive 
learning environment in the classroom. Students are expected to be in class on time, pay 
attention, and participate in discussion until the class is over. Frequent tardiness, leaving 
class early, or other disturbances will count against the student. Mobile phones should be 
turned off and put away during class. Students may use laptops or other electronic formats 
for note taking for this class.  
 
ACADEMIC HONESTY: All work handed in is expected to be that of the student. Copying 
from others' work or cheating in any form will not be tolerated. Students found guilty of 
academic dishonesty will receive a zero for the assignment and may receive an “F” for the 
course.  
 
 
Disclaimer: 
 
The instructor reserves the right to make modifications to this information throughout the 
semester. 


