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Md. Ferdous Alam
At around 08.40 am | picked the travel bus from the front entrance of the building of the Faculty

of Economics and Business Administration.

Then we reached the Wada strawberry farm at 10.30 am. Firstly, we registered one by one and
then entered the three (A, B, C) greenhouses, where the strawberry plants are cultivated. We
were spending at about 45 minutes inside the farm. At that time, | picked alot of strawberries
directly from the plant and take it with sweet sauces. It was so tasty. | am very much
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overwhelmed to see the strawberry garden with fruits. Because this plant is not popular in
Bangladesh and | had never seen this type of farm in my life. | took some pictures of the garden.

Then we departed to Britomart for lunch and shopping. At Britomart, | enjoyed some of my
favorite (Halal) food with the help of Rokkasho and Iwashita san. | also looked at the shopping
market there. At around 1.30 pm we reached the Daikokuya: painting experience. | painted a cat
type doll there. It was also my first experience. After asuccessful trip, | returned home at about
4.00 pm.Though it was aone day trip, it was so much enjoying. The tour mates and |eaders were
very co-operative.At last, | want to give thanks to the university authority for arranging such
kind of tour for the international student.




10



L 3N )
11



22

30

12



The weather was nice, perfect for an excursion involving strawberry picking. As we entered the
bus we were immediately handed out masks and sanitized our hands, as COVID-19 had aready
spread to Japan by the time our trip came around, athough there hadn’t been any recorded cases
in Fukushima at the time.

Our first stop was the Marunaka strawberry farms. We

were given small plastic dishes to put condensed milk in,
aswell as the strawberries we would pick later on. For
our group, we were allowed to enter three greenhouses
and pick three types of strawberries. Some were sweeter,
others were more on the sour side, but they were all very
delicious, something | figured was Fukushima’s speciaty
by now. Inside the reception building we had an
opportunity to try strawberry vinegar and strawberry
water and buy other sweets and products made of
strawberries. With how tasty the strawberries were, little
to say | perhaps ate abit too much considering our next
stop was arestaurant buffet. There was a variety of food
we could pick from at the Britomart restaurant, from
soups and starters to main courses, al the way to desserts.
Besides the restaurant, there was also an area to buy

souvenirs and other goods. After we were all done eating,
we boarded back onto the bus and after a bit of aride
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arrived at our next location -- Daikokuya. We were welcomed by akind lady into the traditional
house decorated with many painted scul ptures. We sat on the cushions by the low tables and

picked up our brushes. We were given small daruma doll scul ptures to paint and we all got to

work. After we were done painting, we could give

our darumadollsto a professional to have

them signed with the kanjis we chose for our names. We were also given small treats, such as

ume and tea, and alowed to stroll around the seco
That concluded our one day trip. We were back at

nd floor and see the displayed artwork.
Fukushima city before the sun set, parting

ways with the international center staff and going back to our rooms. The trip was a very

refreshing and pleasant experience! | am really thankful for all the excursions organized by the

international center asthey are al really unique experiences | will never forget.
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When | think of strawberries, | think of a
slightly sour taste and a sweet aromato
compliment it. That’swhy | usually eat my
strawberries with sugar back in Serbiaso |
was alittle uncertain how much I'd enjoy
picking strawberries and eating them on the
spot. Regardless, | was excited to finally eat
strawberries after along time. Thefirst thing
that appeared unusual to me was the sweet
condensed milk they offered us to eat with
our strawberries. In Serbial don't think we
even have that, and let alone eat strawberries
with it. However, | poured some milk in my
plastic container and went to pick
strawberries with the other participants of the
trip. My second shock was the taste of the
strawberries. They were so sweet! | never
tasted strawberries that good in my life. There
were three types of strawberries growing at
the farm and they al had different but really
pleasant sweet flavors. | ate so many
strawberries | was worried about how | would
eat at the next destination of our trip - a buffet



restaurant, Britomart. However, | was wrong to worry. The ambience of the restaurant was
really cozy and welcoming and the food was delicious. I’ ve never been to such a place in my
home country and I'd find it surprising if it even exists back there. | loved the variety of food
we could have gotten. | particularly loved the red bean topping and shirodama. It was perfect
with matchaice cream! Another thing that | found really charming was that we could make our
own nabe. Everything was delicious and | would love coming back thereif | ever get the
chance.

Our last activity was painting daruma dolls at a workshop specialized for that. It wasreally fun
sharing ideas with the others present and showing each other what we did at the end. | was aso
really impressed by the calligraphy of one of the people that helped us write our names on the
daruma dolls we painted. | loved looking at the display of different dolls crafted in the
workshop and my admiration for this craft only grew. | had lots of fun and if | could do
something like this again | definitely would.

Overall, while | was sad the homestay part of the trip was cancelled due to the pandemic, |
enjoyed every bit of the activities we did on that one day.

On 22 of February, we had a one-day excursion
with, other exchange students.

First, we visited the strawberry farm. For 90
minutes we could visit different greenhouses and
eat as many strawberries as we wanted. There
were different types of strawberriesand all of
them were delicious. We continued our journey
to Britomart, where we had lunch at al you can
eat buffet. They also had a store whit local and
hand made items that wearied from clothes,
trinkets to plants and different tolls. After this,
we continued our way to the local craftsman that
is mostly known for creating traditional Japanese
dolls known as daruma (they do produce other
kinds of dolls and sculptures). There we got the
chance to paint our own darumadoll the way we
liked it. | haven't painted in awhile, so | really

enjoyed it. This was also the ending of our short
trip, the only thing left was the ride to the dormitory.
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At first | was disappointed that we could not stay overnight at the homestay but the trip was
really fun nevertheless! | am so sad that this virus affected the lives of so many people. It'sa
pity that because of it, so many activities are being cancelled. On the other hand, | am happy to
be here in Fukushima, because in my country thereisalot of panic and chaos right now and |
like how things are being handled here with everyone being calm about it and responsible
enough to wash their hands and avoid staying in crowds.

—

And now | want to show my appreciation for the trip that was organized. | am not kidding when
| say that the strawberries | ate that day were the most delicious strawberries | have eaten in my
life! After thefirst onel couldn’t stop eating them, they were sweet and they had such anice
texture! Usualy, | can't
eat strawberries without a
lot of sugar on them, but
these were fine without

it. | amreally happy that

| have got to experience
eating them straight from
the farm.

After that, we went to eat
at the all-you-can-eat
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buffet and the place was awesome! It had a great variety of
foods and we were so happy to try them out! The food was
delicious and the place was very nice and cozy. And the price
for it was really good too!

And probably my favourite part of the tour was when we
painted our own Darumal | tried to make mine as cute as
possible, one half of it was peachy pink and the other was

= Yellow, because these are my favourite colours. His face looks
rather ridiculous and funny but I loved doing it! | think in the
end it was a cute Daruma!l | know that usually you are
supposed to make awish and colour one eye and then, when
the wish becomes true you can fill in the other eye. | can say
that my wish was to have a nice and pleasant experience in

Japan and by choosing Fukushima it became reality! | also
loved the old architecture of the place and the fact that
we needed to leave our shoes at the entrance. | love
when you need to take off your shoes because you
know that place is clean and taken care of. | want to
livein aJapanese traditional house with tatami on the
floor.

If I could choose where to come in Japan, | would
choose Fukushima all over again! | really love this
place and everything | learned about it! The tour was
great even though it was short and we understand the
circumstances of the situation! | am sorry | can’'t write
more right now, this was the only time | had access to
my laptop.

Everytime | hear stories about Fukushima and the
people living here | get emotional. It s been half a
year since | came to Japan and | consider Fukushima
my second home! | am really glad for coming here
and | can’t wait for the whole virus prablem to be

over so that people can enjoy life again!
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Even though | strongly regret to have missed
the opportunity to stay at ahost family’s
. home, | was really happy to hear that we
: could still enjoy the activities that were
Ll scheduled for thistrip. | looked forward to
visiting a strawberry farm, since | had never
visited a fruit farm in this scale. Although |
am living on the countryside in Germany, and
my home is actually located close to many
farms and fields, | never saw fruits outside of
ashop or afarmer’s market. | was surprised
, toseehow few is actually needed to grow
them so beautifully in this scale, as | always
thought it would be difficult to grow them
without dents or damages. | aso was not
aware that you can find them in different
 typesand varieties. The farm we visited

) grows 4 subtypes of strawberries, each with a
different flavor and even with a different
\ L appearance. As | am sadly fructose intolerant
and cannot eat fruits, | still did not feel bad to

have missed out on
something. | collected
the best-looking ones |
could find and gave
them to the others. It
was all-you-can-eat
after al, so | was happy
enough to help my
friends eat more, maybe
too much even.

After eating agood meal at afarmer’s market, we continued our busride to the day’ s last event,
hand-col oring Japanese' s darumafigurines. | was afraid before it started, as | am not skilled at
drawing or working with my hands, really bad in my opinion. | still wanted to participate
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though, for the experience of course. The people
running this experience and the shop welcomed
us warm-heartedly and gave us a quick tour and
briefing on how to handle the raw, uncolored
darumaon astick. It is pretty smple actualy,
such as applying a base color, some design
elements and aface. Everyone around me was
really creative and made the best out of it. In the
end my darumadid not turn out as nicely as
others, but | am still proud of what |
accomplished and fortunately my design was
unique. After drying the color on the darumawith
ahair dryer, aprofessional calligrapher awaited us
and wrote the name of each person on their own
daruma. Before the trip we were asked to research

how we would like to write our namesin

Japanese kanjis, asit turns out those Kanjis were
used to have the calligrapher sign our product. It is definitely something | am going to keep for
the future.
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