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(English translation) +++++ssssstssssrsisisiscririsis

Before you come to Fukushima University, |
think it would be a good idea for you to learn a
lot of kanji characters first. Here, all the lectures
are in Japanese except for the foreign language
courses. If Fukushima’'s said to be good for
studying, | think it's because of its good environ-
ment. Apart from the Japanese living here, there
are many foreigners as well. | really want to
speak with everyone and learn about what is
happening locally in Fukushima. Apart from
studying, | also recommend participating in the
volunteer services.

(English translation) ++++++seesssssssisisisssssivss
lwaki City is a small town in Japan, but its
landscape is beautiful, and the town is charming
and quiet. The Japanese people who live here
are very kind.

(English translation) ++++++++sssstsssssisosostsisss

Life becomes beautiful through hard work and
progress (a proverb that | like.)

| came to Japan to undertake a doctorate
course. | am studying very hard at the Univer-
sity of Aizu so that | will achieve good results.
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(English translation) ++++sesessssssssrsiscssrisrscs
| came to Japan because | wanted to become
independent. Japan is a safe country and an
advanced nation, so | thought that | would
study abroad. While studying at the university,
| participated in volunteer projects, a speech
contest, and other activities. | have a very full
student life. In the future, | would also like to
learn about Japanese culture.
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(English translation) ++++sesssssscssrisrsrscsirises

| first came to Fukushima when | took my
entrance exams last year. Fukushima University
wasn't my first choice, but when | arrived here
the upperclassmen welcomed me as if | was a
family member. They threw a party for me.

The people of Fukushima are friendly and
open towards foreigners. Now, | think to myself
how good it was that | came to Fukushima. |
am looking forward to meeting everyone in
Fukushima.
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(English translation) ++++sssesssscssrsisiscscrirrsss
| really love Japanese culture, so | am delighted
that | can study here at the University of Aizu.
Within the beautiful campus it is great fun to
study together with the Japanese students. |
also go for walks near the university and learn
about local history. One other thing: it snows
so much here! We never see this much in
Taiwan! | highly recommend that you come to
the University of Aizu!
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(English translation) +++++ssessssssssisisissrisisrs

Although | came to Japan as a foreign student
to study engineering, | gave presentations about
the Philippines and Filipino culture a number of
times. | discovered many similarities and differ-
ences that | hadn't imagined. Through this
experience, | think that | learned more about my
own country and culture. Maybe those of you
who want to come to Japan to study engineer-
ing or science will discover and learn more
about yourselves.

(English translation) ++++++sssssssssssrsisrsssiriris
| am enjoying being a foreign student in Japan.
The reasons are that besides gaining new expe-
riences, Japanese food is really delicious.

(English translation) +++++ssesssssssrisisiscririsis

In the four years that | have been in Japan |
have not only learned Japanese and knowl-
edge from my university but also gained an
understanding of Japanese customs and culture
through exchanges and conversations with
Japanese people. Through these experiences,
the international vision that | had in Taiwan has
changed. In the future, these experiences will
be beneficial for finding a job in Japan or
Taiwan as well as for my life.
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(English translation) ++++sssesssscsssisrsiscrirrsss
| am proud to be living in Fukushima City.
Since | am a foreign student, of course, more
effort is required of me than for Japanese
students. Life for an international student here
in Japan is certainly not easy. Nevertheless,
thanks to the kind people of Fukushima, and in
particular the teachers, staff and students of
the university, | have been able to enjoy my life
here.
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(English translation) «+++sesessssssssisiscsiricrecs
There are no big fancy cities here.

The winters here have heavy snow and strong
winds like back home. Nevertheless, here, the
people look forward to the future with the
brightest and most determined smiles on their
faces.

There are challenges and opportunities here
too.
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(English translation) ++++sssesstssssrssrsiscririsrs
The original reason | came to Fukushima was
because | was interested in the famous peaches
in this part of Japan.

Now, three years later, what has made an
impression on me has been the clean, fresh air
and the quiet study environment here.

| am so glad that | came to study abroad here.
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(English translation) +++++ssessssssssrsisiscririsss
| have been in Japan for 4 months. Here in Aizu,
when winter comes, it becomes a beautiful
town covered in pure white snow. Historically,
Aizu is famous as a “samurai” town. The people
of Aizu are courteous and very friendly. If you
have the opportunity, | recommend that you
come to Aizu Wakamatsu and experience the
real Japan.

(English translation) ++++sssessssssssisiscrsrisrscs
In Japan | can be independent and realize my
own dreams. It depends entirely on my own
efforts. Also, the Japanese people are very
friendly. They talk to the foreign students and
there are many programs they are involved with
to help us. Let's meet in Japan some time!

(English translation) +++++++4eesstsssstisssisisisss

About five months after | came to Japan there
was a great earthquake. Even so, the Japanese
people helped the foreigners in Japan as if they
were their own. The lecturers and instructors at
Higashi Nippon International University also
looked after the foreign students, so we have
stayed safe since that time. | am truly grateful
to our teachers.
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(English translation) ++++ssssesssiririririvisisere

Hello, everyone. | am a freshman foreign student.
Despite the nuclear power plant accident that
resulted from the Great East Japan Earthquake,
the people of Fukushima are still going about
their lives peacefully. Before | came to Japan, |
was really worried, but now | see and feel a lot of
things. | have learned a lot because I'm in Fuku-
shima, not in other places. | am gaining valuable
experiences. | was worried about many things,
but | am really glad that | came. please come
and see and hear things for yourselves and make
up your own minds!!
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(English translation) +++++ssessssssssisiscrsrrsisss

| have spent four years in Koriyama City in
Fukushima Prefecture. Fukushima Prefecture’s
air is so clean! It's a quiet environment.
Compared with the big cities, the prices here
are cheap and the local people are friendly. |
think this is a great town for studying and living
in.

To you who are thinking about studying in
Fukushima Prefecture: it's much more than
coming over as a foreign student and studying
some specialized field; it's about understand-
ing Japanese culture. Let's apply our own
efforts toward Japan-China friendship.

(English translation) ++++sseessssssssisrssscrisiess
Japan has fantastic technology and its people
have wonderful manners. Let’s try our best to
learn Japanese technology and become people
who can play a useful role in the development
of our mother country.

(English translation) ++++sesesssssssrsrisrsisirires
Hello, everybody. My name is Dulamsuren. |
am studying at Higashi Nippon International
University in lwaki City in Fukushima Prefec-
ture. The weather here in lwaki City is nice,
and prices are cheap. It is a really great town
for living and studying in. Please come and
have a good time at this university.

Fukushima University

Wumaier Muzapaer

(Position school)

- LREY] nosie
oy Loz
(Name)

,)f""’)" s /!"“

Uyghur,China

(Position school)

Yy

(Name)

#1570 H AR

a
A tmwuﬂ_,/ﬁﬂ
é(-r u&:»
s _ )
),i:\, NVRNRS

(2o oo’

AR — AR T AR,
E R eB%R. Audbog
éﬁ?&ﬁﬁﬁé@%/fﬁf-—-

B PRSE B IR renf

(English transiation) +4++4444444444440404444000440444 4044044444404 44 4444444404444 44 9444444400444+

Japan is a country where you can surely realize your dreams if you give it your all.
Let’s do our best here in beautiful Fukushima, for the sake of our dreams!
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Program Overview

The social and economic environments that surround our nation are undergoing drastic fluctuations and instability, and
our younger generation is confronting harsh realities. Further, the entire prefecture’s competitive strength is being
seriously diminished due to a low birth rate and the outflow of its human resources. Institutions of higher education are
engaging collaboratively to overcome these challenges that no single higher education institution within the prefecture
can navigate alone. Moreover, to fulfill their roles as higher education institutions in the region and develop strong human
resources (personnel with the ability to explore and solve problems, with a high level of ability to convey information, and
leadership and networking skills) capable of thriving against the odds as expert professionals.

Achievement : A View of the Human Resources Cultivated with this Effort
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About the Global Education Promotion Program About Other Projects

We believe that educational issues in present-day Fukushima prefecture cannot be solved by targeting

Purpose of the Project and solving just a few key problems. Engaging with issues on a medium- to long-term basis requires
.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... an organized and systematic approach to deploying a broad array of projects in various domains. To
This project projects Fukushima in the present into the world and furthers internationalization. Information actualize ‘the development of strong human resources,” which is the theme of this engagement, we
is actively dispatched from a Fukushima riddled with negative perceptions after the nuclear accident, while are taking on this challenge by setting forth the five pillars listed below.

the learning environment for international students is simultaneously strengthened.
This not only expunges misinformation and harmful rumors on an international scale to contribute to resto-
ration of the entire region but contributes to supplying human resources with international capabilities.

Business name Business contents

a) Development and implementation of educational

J’MOdil ;iﬁcatmﬁ prﬁg{;amt. programs that ‘intentionally assign difficult tasks’
PrOjeCt Details enacte TOUZN COLLADOTATION o e

.......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... with local industrial institutions | b) Theses and seminar activities that are matched

a) Global Education of Students from Japanvia to the needs of regional industry
Implementation of Short-stay Courses. ¢) Promotion of practical, on-site education based

Prefectural students will interact with international students who are visiting Fukushima prefecture for on collaboration with the region

a short period by mutually learming from living knowledge in various regions of the prefecture, thus | |

enhancing the effectiveness of global education for students from Japan. d) Emphasis on management for job seeking activities

b) Preparation to Receive International Students @Using uneven odds to its a) rAer;% r%?ifgr?l;ss Fi’trsotghr:nTG(ACP) that sets disaster

Panel discussions are organized between international students and Japanese students as well as advantage, develop
other events for mutual understanding of cultural diversity of Japanese and overseas cultures. This ‘strong human resources’ b) Student education through disaster

brochure, ‘International Exchanges with Fukushima’s International Students 2012’ was also created | Y?.IHO.JF??P?qiyﬁi.t.i‘?? ............................................................................................
with the aim of deepening mutual understanding. c) Broadening of Fukushima Studies into

A structure for international students to find employment in Fukushima will also be built through intern- Fukushima Revitalization Studies

ships at local companies and employment support. a) Secondary and tertiary educational collaboration

$Pre-university education originating in college students

C) |nternati0na“y Oriented PUb"C Re|ati0nS PI’OgramS towal’dS a dlspatched by C()llege Students ................ e
Fukushima that is visited by Foreigners b) gghecna‘iﬁ) 2”edn;%fi23%'v?tghythe students

A ‘Fukushima Seminar’ will be held after carefully selecting the regions and targets for the SEmMINAr. | |

Also, people related to education from key nations will be invited for observation and exchange tours. ¢) Upgrading the ‘Universities in Fukushima’

d) Collaborative Participation at International Academic Conferences d) Explanatory meetings will be held with the
(Association of International Educators) collaboration of multiple universities in the prefecture
The realities of radiation in Fukushima and Japan. as well as educational projects aimed at restoration | e e e e

J te data will be transmitted globall e) Dispatching information on the radiation status
and accurate data will be transmitted globally. and countermeasures

a) Global education of students

@Global Educatlon from Japan via implementation of Short-stay Courses
Promotion Program e e

c) Internationally Oriented Public Relations Programs
towards a Fukushima that is Visited by Foreigners

d) Collaborative participation in NAFSA
(Association of International Educators)

®Developing a model for a a) CS)]?mggi’:;iﬂemw goals that reflect the expectations

‘Transparent Internal Quaﬁty ....................................................................................................................................................

Assurance System’ b) Developing first year education programs that
form the foundation for further study

c) Sophistication of the Collaboration between teachers
and staff that implements human resources development




The activities of
each university

The activities of
each university

in Fukushima in Fukushima

Collaboration with the Academia Consortium

Fukushima (ACF) Global Education Promotion Program :
Transmitting Fukushima's Present Conditions and
Attractiveness into the World

Connecting to the World
by Transmitting Information

about Fukushima

Fukushima University International Center (FUIC)

University of Aizu Center for Strategy of International Programs

Tatsuki Kawaguchi

FUIC was established in April 2012 for the purpose of initiating academic
and student exchange programs with overseas universities, planning
education for exchange students, and promoting international exchanges in
the realms of education and research. The center dispatches and receives
exchange students, drafts and organizes short-stay study abroad programs,
and facilitates the development and enhancement of learning and living
environments for international students.

Overseas media attention on the Great East Japan Earthquake Disaster
and the nuclear plant accident has made Fukushima an internationally
recognized name. As a result of this, since immediately after the
earthquake, Fukushima University has been the focus of interest from
around the world. This has given rise to many scholarships, research
exchange, student exchanges as well as study opportunities that are only
possible in Fukushima. International exchange, up to this point, had been
geared toward experiencing foreign cultures. However, there is now an
additional purpose of disseminating information about Fukushima abroad.
International exchanges are perfect opportunities for students to learn
about the world. What is more, at Fukushima University, the number of
international students and researchers visiting the prefecture is increasing
compared to previous years, and there has been a marked increase in the
number of student volunteers who support these students and programs.
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4.Receiving Middle
Tennessee State

A Welcoming reception for new international students at Fukushima University

4.Second Semester AlInternational Student

Study Abroad Fair Employment Seminar

University Students Week

FUIC : Major Events, April 2012 to March 2013

As the process toward recovery is prolonged, answers to the harmful
rumors and misinformation stemming from the nuclear power plant
accident are proving to be a major issue as well, and one that cannot be
easily overcome. During this time, broadcasting and transmitting the
current state of Fukushima and the University of Aizu is something that
we can do and ought to be engaged in, and we ought to be maximizing
the strengths of Fukushima and the University of Aizu by deepening ties
with the community, providing support to international students, and
developing globally relevant human resources. | would like to introduce
some of these activities in this essay.

1. Discovering Fukushima, and Global Transmission Team

As the effects of the Great East Japan Earthquake Disaster and the
nuclear power plant incident spread out to all of Fukushima prefecture,
university students were dispatched to depopulated and mountainous
regions, where further aging and a declining population were (and still
are) a concern, to maintain and strengthen their spirit of mutual support
and the human bonds between residents, their unique traditional cultures
and practices as well as their rich natural beauty and vistas that form the
inner strengths that had already existed in these communities. Through
these activities the program is planned and executed by teams made up
of international students and Japanese students, and utilizing the new
perspectives, initiative, expert skills, expert knowledge, and other external
strengths that are present in university students in combination with the
inner strengths, this enhances the regional strengths of these localities
that are revived and nurtured to restore and revitalize the region.
Localities within two hours travel from Aizu Wakamatsu are visited two to

for international exchange in South Korea and Taiwan towards their
engagement with international students, and we renewed our desire to
promote international student exchange in the Asia of tomorrow in unison.
We presented Lessons Learned from the 3/11 Tohoku Earthquake:
Understand How to Provide a Better Crisis Support for International
Students and explained crisis management measures, international
student support, and effective information transmission and broadcasting
following the earthquake disaster, as well as a video that conveyed the
voices of our international students.

For example, during the period when aftershocks came intermittently and
the nuclear incident and contradictory and confusing media information
exacerbated anxieties in international students, objective information
transmitted from international students and university staff who remained
on site was effective in mitigating these anxieties for international
students.

Also, from the viewpoint of crisis management measures, by having
students who experienced the earthquake disaster participate in the
international student orientation, specific countermeasures to be taken
when disaster strikes as well as each of their experiences were shared
with the incoming students. Disaster prevention awareness was
enhanced in the student body through activities such as campus tours
that confirmed evacuation sites, and the importance of crisis management
in day-to-day life was emphasized.

Before the presentation, there were numerous comments that shared the
dubious sentiments of ‘Is Fukushima OK?" but we felt that these
sentiments in the participants had been changed after the presentation.
At the conference sites, best practices for crisis management and

N 5 - N N three times a month, and local practices and culture are experienced to international student support at the various universities were shared to
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The activities of

each university
in Fukushima

Employment Support to
International Students

Xu Gui Qin,

International Center, Higashi Nippon International University

lwaki Junior College

In recent years, a growing number of companies
are actively utilizing overseas students due to a
decrease in the population of workers and corpo-
rate expansion overseas. These companies are
viewing international students as crucial assets
because of their unique backgrounds that differ
from their Japanese counterparts. The previous
norm for international students was to advance to
postgraduate studies or to return to their home
countries. These days, however, there are more
international students with the view that they
have come all the way to Japan to study, so it
only makes sense to utilize the knowledge
gained in Japan after graduation. Others are hop-
ing to gain some experience in a Japanese com-
pany, and then return to their home country to re-
alize their potential.

Understanding this situation, the International
Center at Higashi Nippon International University
is actively catering to both prospective workers
seeking employment in Japanese companies and
companies seeking to hire international students
through a unique type of support that engages
closely with the international students. This en-
gagement has been successful and the number
of international students hired by Japanese com-
panies is increasing yearly. International stu-
dents are gaining employment in greater num-
bers, especially since 2008, within companies
based in the Tokyo Metropolitan, Kanagawa,
Saitama and Miyagi Prefectures; Korivama City

in Fukushima, and the local city of Iwaki.
Employment support at the International Center
has been developed in various ways to actuate
optimal career paths for international students,
while collaborating with career centers within the
University to provide total support for employ-
ment activities of international students. Our
philosophy of journeying along side the job
seeker in all matters can be seen in our support
given individually to each international student,
so that we can see the situation from their eyes.
We continually gather information from corporate
employment presentations and give out detailed
advice to participating international students to
foster an understanding of the unique employ-
ment activity culture in Japan, instruct them in
resume writing skills, and prepare them for inter-
views and to appeal to prospective employers.
We even provide transportation for students to
and from job fairs. Center employees also make
casual visits to companies where students work
part-time to gather information, facilitate mutual
understanding, and to maintain an amicable
relationship between the companies and interna-
tional students.

This spring there are a few graduating interna-
tional students who have confirmed places in
Japanese companies. By the time the cherry
blossoms are in bloom, these students will be
starting their new life as new employees in Japa-
nese companies.

The activities of

each university
in Fukushima

I want to be employed in a foreign-
owned company in the future!

Obara Yukinori,

Fourth Year, Department of Chemical Biology and Applied Chemistry,
College of Engineering, Nihon University

| was always curious about countries that have English
as the mother tongue, the language | have studied since
junior high school. In an English class | had taken in my
first year of university, | read the book Notting Hill set in
England, and watched the movie as well. It made me
further attracted me to England, and was the catalyst for
my studying abroad.

The destination school was Aberystwyth University, in
Wales, UK, where | participated in the English and
Communicative Skills program designed for short term
international students. | had lessons in listening, reading,
writing and speaking. The lecturers used their strong
personalities to create enjoyable learning environments.
There were classes employing English study materials
from the BBC as well as movie appreciation sessions.
The objective was to study while having fun, which was
an ideal environment for me.

| lived in a dormitory, where | cooked for myself or ate at
restaurants on campus, and on occasion ate at restau-
rants near the campus to enjoy traditional English
cuisine.

There were many events during my visit, and | made a
point of attending these events. The weekly welcoming

( Study tours for students in the ]

parties for new participants were especially great because
| was able to meet people from many countries. | also
sought out trips to cities such as Liverpool or to castles
from the medieval period. | was able to interact with many
people through these activities and made many friends. |
not only attended organized events, but also enjoyed going
to see soccer matches with these friends or playing soccer
with them at the soccer field on campus.

By meeting people from many different countries, what |
gained most from this trip was a different view on living
overseas. | still keep in contact with the friends | met in the
UK. | hardly had any English conversation experience
before studying abroad, and did not have much confidence
in my English skills. However, | found the joy of communi-
cating, even with my limited English, and using English
became more fun for me. Now, | have a stronger desire to
become capable at using English, and | am looking into
long-term overseas study. In the future, | am hoping to be
employed at a foreign-owned company where | will go on
overseas business trips and interact with foreigners.

| personally think that studying abroad is a very meaning-
ful experience for expanding your worldview and horizons,
and | recommend this experience to any of you.

College of Engineering,
Nihon University

©Europe Study tour

Short Term Study Abroad
Programs for undergraduate
and postgraduate students at
Nihon University

@Pembroke College, Cambridge University (UK)
Short Term Study Abroad

—@Postgraduate Course, Pembroke College,
Cambridge University (UK)
Short Term Study Abroad

—©Elizabethtown College (US)
Short Term Study Abroad

-~ ©OAustralia Short Term Study Abroad




Study Abroad in Japan,

SUPASGEG  Third Year, Faculty of Administration
in Japan, and Social Sciences,
and Fukushima University

Mai Tanaka

other countries

My Experience of the Student
Exchange Program with
Ruhr University Bochum

~About my life in Germany—~

On weekdays, | spend my days learning German, taking German
classes and participating in tandem activities. ‘Tandem activities’ is
a study method in which participants find a time that is mutually
convenient to teach their own language to each other at a café,
library, or any other place that they like. In my case, | spend about 1
or 2 hours per person at a library or a café for my tandem activities.
As for other activities, | am participating in a self-directed seminar
run by the Japanese History Department. This is because an instruc-
tor at the department extended an invitation. Many Japanese
exchange students are participating. During the self-directed
seminar, | analyze old historical materials relating to Japanese or
German history, together with a German student. One of my goals
since | arrived in Germany had been to study something in Germany.
Now | am participating in school choir practices every Monday and
attend watercolor classes twice a month.

On my days off | am having fun in many different ways, including
traveling with my friends, going to cafes together, attending house
parties, and playing sports.

Before arriving in Germany | had many apprehensions about coming
here. But, many people have helped me along the way and my days
are very fulfilling. There are opportunities to use my English as well
and many moments where | am frustrated by my lack of language
skills in German and in English. Although | do regret that | did not
study English and German harder before coming, it has been a
great experience to be able to start my German study from scratch
in Germany.

AA class at Ruhr University

Study Abroad Second Year, Faculty of Computer Science
in Japan, and Engineering,
and University of Aizu

Ayaka Ohno

other countries

Training Report
(Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology)

After starting my studies at University of Aizu, | had many chances
to interact with international students, and my desire to study
abroad grew stronger and stronger. Through my three-week training,
| was struck by the large differences with Japan with regard to a
lesson format environment that facilitates student input, and the
attitude of students who eagerly raised questions even when there
was a shadow of doubt in their minds.

Through this study abroad, | learned the importance of English
pronunciation and grammar, and the difficulty of communication,
and at same time was able to have first hand experience of cultural
differences and other modes of thinking. | would say it was a
fruitful training overall. Through this overseas study, | gained a
strong desire to become fluent in English. | am aiming to put further
emphasis on learning English with a view towards studying abroad
again.

4.0hno is 3rd from the left

Study Abroad Third Year, Master's Program
in Japan, Mechanical Engineering Course,
and Graduate School of Engineering, Nihon University

Kazunori Nagasawa

other countries

I learn and research in the
world in order to revitalize
my hometown, Fukushima.

As a 2011 Nihon University Postgraduate Overseas Scholarship
recipient, | was given the opportunity to study abroad at the Univer-
sity of Texas, located in Austin, the capital of the State of Texas.
That was six years after reading the study abroad testimonials in a
brochure sent out after choosing a college. From that moment my
vague notions of studying abroad became a firm reality.

There are many forms of overseas study, including language study,
pursuing a degree or conducting research, and in my case | was to
be a resident at a laboratory at the university for one year. Out of
the many topics related to energy and sustainability, | chose for my
research topic the smart grid, a topic related to energy manage-
ment on a regional scale that had just started in Austin.

Having been through the Great East Japan Earthquake Disaster
and coming from Koriyama city in Fukushima Prefecture, a part of
me wanted to pursue a field that was relevant to restoration in
Fukushima. It was my first trip to the US and there were some
barriers to life and research. However, when | thought about how |
was in a strange land, taking on challenges that | had never experi-
enced, my excitement grew faster than my anxieties. Participating
in three conferences, | even gave a lecture at ASME, a conference
held in San Diego, California, and was able to present a paper on
my year abroad for my conference presentation.

Although | was overseas to do research, the city of Austin, which
is known for its greenery and live music, provided its own experi-
ences, mainly through the friends | had made at the laboratory.
Surrounded by nature, | tested the limits of my muscular strength
while rock climbing, danced the Texas two-step to the rhythms of
country music and enthusiastically sought out many other experi-
ences | could not have had in Japan.

Studying abroad is not just a string of pretty stories. | feel that the
failures are obviously more numerous. My not being able to utter a
word at the reception for the joint research project because corpo-
rate officers were attending, having no house to move to on the day
| had to move out, and my dancing partner having a look of pity
when | got teased for my clumsy dance moves...all became
something to laugh about after the fact. But during my time
overseas, | was not so much lonely as rather miserable and hating
myself for not being able to get the hang of the life there. But | also
was able to recognize that it is these experiences that open your
world a little wider. | sincerely hope that all of you will not take a
calculating approach but instead have an attitude of accepting the
unpredictable when you take on the challenge of studying abroad.

EELLL

Study Abroad Second Year, Faculty of Economics
in Japan, and Business Administration,
and Fukushima University

Xu Jiedi [China]

other countries

Beautiful Fukushima
~The People I Have Met in Fukushima~

Time flies like an arrow, and in the blink of an eye | have
now started my second summer since coming to Fuku-
shima. | have weathered five seasons here of sleepless
nights studying for final exams, hanging out with friends in
my club until dawn or sometimes shedding tears of home-
sickness. People say there is not much here in Fukushima,
but | have found in this place, a well-grounded, soulful
culture.

When | first arrived in Fukushima, | had been reading the
over-exaggerated reports about the radiation problems in
the Chinese press, and | must say, my firm conviction [to
study here] was wavering. For the first two weeks, | wore a
mask every time | ventured out, and avoided corners or
puddles as much as possible. However, as | studied more
about radiation, these protection measures became unnec-
essary. The Japanese government is seriously engaging
with the radiation problem. Especially at Fukushima Univer-
sity, the surface layer of earth in the campus has been
thoroughly replaced, and concrete blocks have been
decontaminated via high pressure cleansing.

Life in Fukushima is very fun because of the people that |
have met and social circle activities. | jog every day
because of the poetic pastoral landscape. Old people that |
pass in the street are friendly and greet me as | pass them
by. The snow-covered campus on winter nights and cherry
blossoms in full bloom are unforgettably beautiful. Yester-
day, | went to the Waraiji festival. It was more festive than
the festivals in Tokyo.

It is a rare pleasure to meet a person through a common
bond and to get to know each other. Why don’'t we seek
out these common bonds together?
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Study Abroad in Japan,

Study Abroad
in Japan,

and University of Aizu

Donna Marsh [US]

JASSO Program
Final Report

My time spent studying abroad at the University of Aizu has been a
remarkable experience that has changed my life. | have spent time
doing amazing things that | never thought | would get a chance to do.
| have traveled around to places like Niigata, Tadami and Tokyo
learning about the history and culture of each region.

other countries

| have been able to immerse myself in the history and culture of Japan
by visiting museums like the Nature Museum in Tadami, the Ueno
Royal Museum in Tokyo and the Niigata City Art Museum. | have also
participated in events such as making soba noodles by hand, climbing
to the top of Mt. Bandai on opening day and visiting historically
significant places such as Mt. limori-yama and the tombs of the
Byakko-tai, Tsuruga-jo castle, and Nisshinkan samurai school.

| will be the first to admit that | had more than one reservation about
studying abroad; especially in Japan. | knew virtually no Japanese and
thought | would not be able to make any friends and would be counting
the seconds until | was able to go home. Nevertheless | thought this
would be a great opportunity to see other parts of the world, see how
others actually see Americans and America and to put myself in a
totally new situation and environment.

| will also say that | had a few stereotypes in my mind about how Japan
would be. | thought that everyone would be extremely rigid and aloof
and that everything would be extremely high tech. | was also
concerned about being either overlooked and becoming overwhelmed
with the task of settling into Japan or that | would be doted upon too
much and not be able to see the reality of daily life in Japan.

As soon as | arrived here in Aizu | felt welcomed and like | was at
home. Through my experience | have gained a new perspective along
with many new friends. Everyone here has accepted me into their
community and treated me as one of their own. | was able to create my
own experiences, but the entire Aizu community was there for me with
whatever | needed. | have participated in cultural events, gone to
parties, parades, gone to karaoke with my friends and even given
presentations at elementary schools.

Before arriving, | believed that my main goal was to take some classes
so that | could gain credit and graduate. The longer that | stayed the
more | realized that | was here to experience Japan first hand and how
the rest of the world operates. Recently | was asked to give a presenta-
tion on my experiences in Japan and the main differences of difficulties
that | have faced. While preparing for this presentation | realized that
no matter where you go people are pretty much the same. All people
want to be happy and have a nice life, and are generally good people.
Though most people think that there may be major differences between
peoples have come across none that are absolutely insurmountable.

My time spent here at the University of Aizu has been truly remarkable.
After this experience | highly recommend studying abroad and think
that it should become a mandatory part of higher education. | feel that
visiting Japan even for this short period of time has opened me up to
the entire world, which previously seemed more distant and closed off.
I now know that it is very
possible for me to study, work
and live in another part of the
world and not only survive but
be happy and thrive.

In conclusion, | would love to
study abroad again, and | also
think that it is very important
and would be life changing to
for others to do also.

Study Abroad
in ‘(Jlapan, Higashi Nippon
an International University

Evan Setioso [Australial

other countries

Studying in Japan

When | was a third-year student in high school, | took part in a stu-
dent exchange program during my gap year and studied at a high
school in Koriyama for 10 months. The "gap year" is a system that
is particular to schools in Australia and the UK. If they want to, stu-
dents can take a break for a year after they graduate from high
school. Many students use their gap year to get involved in volun-
teer work or, like me, to go off and study abroad. | decided to go
and study at a high school in Japan. It was tough at first. | didn't
understand any Japanese, and it was my first time overseas by
myself. It was quite a challenge for me to attend high school while
in a home-stay in an unfamiliar country.

| learned a lot during my studies in Japan. | was interested in not
only the language, but also in Japanese culture and economics.
My studies in Japan gave me an opportunity to turn my attention to
the countries of Asia. | learned that the emerging nations of Asia
are just like the Japan of many years ago. | also became aware that
these countries, with their wonderful traditional cultures, are also
tending to lose these treasures after they achieve economic devel-
opment. At the end of my studies, my Japanese language skills
were still only half-developed. | knew that | wouldn't be satisfied if
| returned home like that, so | vowed that | would come back to
Japan. After | got back to Australia, | continued to feel that way.
Two years ago, | was able to become a foreign student studying in
Japan, and | began studies in a special course at Higashi Nippon
International University.

They say that time flies like an arrow, and these last two years
have certainly passed by quickly for me. Now | can say with cer-
tainty that | am so glad that | came back to Japan. University is
really fun, and | have a full social life. After about 6 months, |
passed the Japanese Language Proficiency Test Level 2. | got
some part-time jobs. | work at an okonomiyaki restaurant, and | am
also an English instructor at an English conversation school. For
me, with no experience at being a teacher, it is a tremendous chal-
lenge.

My goals for the future are to go to university and study economics
in order to obtain a broad knowledge base. | also want to continue
to study Japanese, and want to pass the Level 1 examination of
the Japanese Language Proficiency Test. In addition, | will con-
tinue my part-time jobs that have given me so much valuable expe-
rience for four years. If | manage to achieve these goals, | believe
that | will have a bright future ahead of me.

Study Abroad

:innjapan, Higashi Nippon

other countries |nt.ema_t|ona| Un]verSIty
Li Lin [China]

The Japan that Resides
in My Heart

Japan is a beautiful country.

The mountains and the water in the rivers are pristine with
their own unique vistas.

It has only been a year since | have started living in Japan,
but | have been deeply struck by the love and care that the
Japanese people feel for their home and country.
Everyone who lives here is working hard to protect their
land. How beautiful this all is! | am attracted to everything
that is found in these natural places.

Japan and China are very close in distance. They also have
similar cultures.

We use the same written characters and study Confucius.
The Four Great Classical Novels, such as The Water Mar-
gin and Journey to the West are well loved and widely read
here as well.

Still, each country also has its own unique cultures. The
fact that a distinct culture exists within the similarities
gives me a sense of familiarity, having just arrived in Japan.

| am leading my life in Japan without any hesitation or fear.

Japan is a place that is convenient and puts the heart at
peace. | hope that | can always live in pleasant Japan with
its natural abundance.

ALijLinis on the left

First Year, Master's Program
Mechanical Engineering Course,
Graduate School of Engineering, Nihon University

Prawatroi Noppadon [Thailand]

Study Abroad
in Japan,
and

other countries

An Amazing Study
Abroad Experience

In October 2006, | arrived in Japan from Samut Prakan
province, neighboring Bangkok, in Thailand, the land of
smiles. | spent the first year and a half studying Japanese
in Tokyo. | was accepted to the College of Engineering at
Nihon University, located in Koriyama City, Fukushima
Prefecture, in 2008, and | am now pursuing my studies in
mechanical engineering at the graduate level.

Through these six years of studying abroad, my ideas about
things, my lifestyle, and my views toward my future have
been enhanced by a multifaceted viewpoint. It has been an
amazing experience for me. In particular, this was my first
time studying abroad, and my first time living alone. It has
been punctuated by many difficulties and joyful moments.
University life is busy with study and research, and it is
thanks to committed teachers and colleagues who instructed
me along the way that | have been able to progress this far
without any issues.

| joined the brass band at the university where | played the
trumpet. In the band, | met many friends from various depart-
ments and year levels. My days off were spent with my
friends, where | learned the cultures and lifestyles of Japan.
| actively participated in local festivals and experienced
many things that were only possible in Japan. These include
the fireworks festival in the town of Asakawa, Bon-Odori
dances in front of the Asaka Nagamori Station, the
Naganuma festival, and the Taimatsu Akashi fire ceremony
in Sugagawa.

By coming in contact with many Japanese people this was
through these activities, | have experienced different values
and perspectives. Through this mutual understanding, my
hope has been that | can in the future become a bridge
between Japan and Thailand, and build an even more
amicable relationship between the two countries.

A Noppadon is 2nd from the right
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Overview of

International

Student . R R
Mobllty Across Numbers of international students by region and
Trends in the numbers of international students prefecture in Japan
As of May 1, 2011, a total of 138,075 international students were studying at universities and other tertiary educational institutions Note : Limited to students enrolled in universities, technical institutions, etc. (as of May 1, 2011)
in Japan—3,699 (2.6%) fewer than in the 2010 period. Looking at a breakdown of these students according to their country and
region of origin, we see that approximately 90% of all these international students come from the Asian region. _ Mie 946
Geographical and cultural aspects are no doubt a factor here. Looking at regions in Asia, we see that 78.8% of all international e 581 Hokkaido Shiga 454
students come from China, South Korea or Taiwan. 2,737
lwate 350 (2.0%) Kyoto 6.900
Trends in international student numbers Miyagi 1.872 _ Tohoku OFElEl U0EE]
No. of students enrolled in universities, technical institutions, etc. (as of May 1 each year) Akita 355 Shikoku 3'8805 Hyogo 5128
150,000 Yamagata 225 1,309 Kyusyu (2.5%) Nara 1,463
. Fukushima 302 (1.0%) 18219 Wakayama 279
140,000 C rar7se Ibaraki 2638 Cyugoku (13.2%) Tottori 183
132'720)/ 138,075 Tochigi 1.075 6821 — Shimane 195
130,000 eme 125124 Gunma 1,366 (5.0%) Okayama 2,273
1;52 1134’ Saitama 5877 Hiroshima 2,499
120,000 117,302 11\.7’92,‘7 Chiba 5.290 | Total Kanto YamagL'JChi 1,671
1oots 11125 Tokyo 43,500 Kinki 137,756 64,429 Tokushima 332
110,000 109,508 - Kanagawa 4,683 25,691 (46.8%) Kagawa 351
106,102 106, = (18.6%) i
100,000 105,592 Niigata 1,533 . Ehime 462
95,550/ /'gm Toyama 567 Kochi 164
90,000 Ishikawa 1,570 Chubu Fukuoka 10,434
R 0o Fukui 288 15.165 Saga : 292
80,000 5812 Yamanashi 841 (11.0%) Nagasaki 1,461
Nagano 774 Kumamoto 724
70,000 68,270 Gifu 1.406 Note : Students studying at universities, etc. Ol,ta " £.562
Total number of 64,01 Shizuoka 1,563 that have campuses in more than one prefecture Miyazaki 170
] Achi__ 6623 e e o o e e Kgoshima 968
53,787 53 84752 921 -
52,405 53,640 Okinawa 608

50,000 51,047 51,298 - ) . ) —
45,066 44, 733 45,245 45,439 (Survey by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, and the Japan Student Services Organization)
| 5,
41,347 41,273
40,000 41 804 45,573

o /./' Status of International Student Acceptance
in erna ional students 0 H f ° ° ° °
43 Intemationl in Post-Secondary Educational Institutions

Student

mobiity across @ 1N Fukushima Prefecture

Fukushima

30,000

20,000 ‘.‘ 0,549 No. of nationally funded
: ’ international students

10,020 9993 10,3499 396 g 58

10,000 5688073718951 8,250 8 Totes
267 496 ; : X 9,009 9804 9869 %% 505 : i
482 034525020077 34584115 4465 900 1950 21812881 S04 70, 0l International Students, by Source of Funding
o B3y |” 17 | (as of Oct.1,2011)
No. of students sent Academic| ¢ » | = 2 ) 002 |00Z z g g 2 £z
LTl T 2 e roiod g35 | 83 |23sf| B §§§ i’gﬁoiﬁ” 588 <28 | 58 |G8sB| Sesd 55 | Total | %
58 | 59160616263 516 718l9l10l11l12/13l14l15116117/18 11912021122 /23/242 Type 225 55 | 5%38| &5 925 |92538| 225 =38 28 | 2838 | 8838 z25
(Survey by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, and the Japan Student Services Organization) Nl?éir?cri.]:clily 6 1 5 12 3]
Government
i 5 4 9 23
Dispatch
N b f Name of country or region No. of students % of total Prefecture ol oo
. Funded :
umpbers o China 86.324 62.7% -
. . Aivately | o] 47 20 41161 138|372| 947
international students South Korea 16,651 12.1%
. f 0 Total 2| 58 0 0 24 0 0 4161 0 0 0 0 111433931000
by country or region Taiwan 4617 S.4%
. . Vietnam 4,373 3.2% (as of Oct.1,2012)
of origin Nepal 2451 1.8% nsituton| £53 | 2. (2o ¢ ge3 [e22 | 2 o | £5 |Z5.8]5 .8 £ ol | %
- Enoled| 38% | 9F | 28pF| ¢ SEg |2E208 550 528 | %8 | 3288| s88¢ 32
Malaysia 2.319 1.7% Type 285 | 55 |5s53| &% 825 |68553| 235 255 | 25 | 3853|8333 25
. Nationall
Note : Limited to student lled in universiti Indonesia 2.276 1.7% Funded 8 3] 11| 38
ote : Limited to students enrolled in universities
’ i G t
technical institutions, etc. (as of May 1, 2011) Thailand 2,167 1.6% Dispaton. 10 10| 35
us 2,133 1.5% Prefecture
Myanmar 1,151 0.8% e o W
. .8% :
Y fvesly 2 32 14 2114 102|266 927
Others 13,294 9.5%
Total
Total 137.756 100% otal 2/ 50 0 0l 14 0 0 2114 0 0 0 0 0105|287 1000

(Survey by the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, and the Japan Student Services Organization) Note : Universities that do not accept international students are not listed.
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Status in
Fukushima

Prefecture

Foreign Students,
by Country and Region

(as of Oct.1,2012)

Funding Status of Privately Funded
International Students by Scholarship

(as of Oct.1,2012)

i q Y — — No. of 7 i No. of i i
By Institution 2 . . g @ .050 Scholarship Name swdents| University Name || scpolarship Name stdents| University Name
E.£ i %00 o =T g T ) Rotary Yoneyama  |Graduate 5 |Fukushima Universit JGC-S Graduate 1 INihon University.
000 G co®c -0 RN =¥0] ? o o > Memorial Foundation | School Y Scholarship School College of Engineering
. 38% =3 E-E% () &= %8@% f‘é = = Inc. Scholarship Graduate __ i Foundation Nihon University
By Region/Country =5 52 =585 =5 TZE5 25 = School 2 |University of Aizu Scholarship College 1 |Gollege of Engineering
i Graduate Nihon University,
..................... C h|n3216 9 ] 5979]66 School | College of Engineering Subtotal 2
i Graduate Fukushima Medical Nihon University, Graduate Nihon University,
................... Jeen | 0% 0 0ty v e School 1 |University College of School 2 |College of Engineering
ngineering, ; varsi
............. Southkerea | ool 7828 College 2 |Fukushima University | |Type 3 Scholarship | College 1 e e
..... College of Engineering
Recipient
..................... veeel B TE College | 1 |University of Alzu Subtotal| 3
Mongoalia 1 2 B 8 Higashi Nippon JEES Scholarship . o
.................................................................................................................................................................................................... CO”ege -l International Un[\/ersity COHEge .I Fukushima UnlverS|ty
Malaysia 3 2 ) Nihon University, Higashi Nippon
................ ld College 1 College of Engineering College 1 International University
naonesia Iwaki Meisei
.................................................................................................................................................................................................... College 1 [Universit Subtotal 2
y
@©
@D |fpensnsasoacoaon: I\/Iyanmar ]8]8 97.29% Subtotal 15 EEJ%%%?:([ E?gg%r‘;ﬁe Gé%%l‘lo%ﬁe 2 |University of Aizu
< Vietnam 11 8 19 ' (Scholarship For
.................................................................................................................................................................................................... ‘éae?agesstwent Gé%%%aoﬁe 7 |University of Aizu Short-Term Study In | College 1 |Fukushima University
Laos 1 1 Organization HoNors [Graduate ] — Japan)
.................................................................................................................................................................................................... Scholarship Sehool 3 |Fukushima University Subtotal 3
Thailand 1 1 Zachi Ni ;
Higashi Nippon Yasuda Scholarship ; f ;
..................... College 12 International University Foundation College 1 |Fukushima University
Phlllpplnes ] ] . ) . Mabuchi International X ) X
.................................................................................................................................................................................................... College 8 Fukushima University Scholarship Foundation College 2 Fukushima University
Sri Lanka 5 5 Scholarship
.................................................................................................................................................................................................... Special Higashi Nippon University of Aizu Dual Graduate — .
India o) o) Course 1 International University Egﬁg‘?;g’ﬁ%gmm School 2 |University of Aizu
.................................................................................................................................................................................................... Kaneko Foundation for Higashi Nippon
Bangladesh Subtotal| 31 e ion Steolarship College 1 |international University
.................................................................................................................................................................................................... Yamawa Scholarship |Graduate ) ) . Hirose International . ; ’
Subtotal 5 43 14 5 113 105 579 Foundation School 1 |Fukushima University Scholarship Foundation College 1 |Fukushima University
Scholarehip College 6 |Fukushima University ”Lljr?tié?rqgit%rgafl/IA'i'le‘\llisshinkan" Graduate 1 |University of Aizu
Braz” Scholarship School
.................................................................................................................................................................................................... Nihon University Full Nihon University,
2 Subtotal 7 Scholarship College 1 College of Engineering
Sa Peru Kobayash Grad
_‘L:) .................................................................................................................................................................................................... obayas i raduate . ) . Sato Yo International X ) X
55 International School 1 |Fukushima University Scholarship Foundation College 1 |Fukushima University
£E alvador 1 1 Scholarship
e 0 ] . ] ; i ) . )
8;-: Colombia 0.3% g%%g?:r’gg?p College 1 |Fukushima University Ec?&vr:ga’}c‘i?)l;ag@solarshio College 2 |Fukushima University
=1 O OO OO OO OO FOUUOUOORUOSt SUUURUROR RSO AEOUURUURUURRE NUSUUURRRRON BUTUORRRRO
£3 US Subtotal 2 Total 77
z
Subtotal 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
= Australia 1 1
§ ................. Sbttl ................................. OO .................. O ................. O .................. ] ................... O ............... ] ..... O 30/0
U O a L] L] L] L] L]
o
Residential Situation of International Students
Germany
) Bueene L RS W SR SO S [ as of Oct.1,2011 as of Oct.1,2012
(@] 0 . : .
| . Huneary o 1.4% Others General Dormitory Others General Dormitory
L Russia 3 3 3.8% J 14.5%(57) A(r.]5§§o 23.0%(66)
.................................................................................................................................................................................................... (15) International International
Subtotal 0 4 4 \ : : , .
O O 0 o Students' Dormitory Students' Dormitory
Nigeria 9.2%(36) : 8.7%(25)
Uganda . )
R B e R Public Housing
Tunisia 2 2 1.8%(7 : :
2 —— R P s (IO RIS SR S S 0.7% : 0(7) : Public Housing
< | Democratic Republic of Congo Private Company : 1.7%(5)
................................. Employee : Pri C
Tanzania . rivate Company
................................................................................................................................................................................................... Dormitory Employee Dormitory
Subtotal 0 2 0 0 0 0 2 0.3%(1) 0.0%(0)
Total 2 50 14 2 114 105 | 287 100% Homestay Homestay
0.0%(0) 0.0%(0)
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(as of Oct.1,2012)

Region Asia N. America Central and South America Oceania Europe @ Africa
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. . . Academic Student o, & [ siamsiEe No. of . . . . Academic Student I\ 6 s iaTe No. of .
University Name Exchange Agreement Partner School Country Location Eé‘rceré?ﬂ‘egﬁx ngrceréargegﬁt Silldaseeened D?S‘Egﬁ:'ﬁé ) Region University Name Exchange Agreement Partner School Country Location ngrcef;ar;\egﬁt Eétrceré?eg% Siikdants|Hecenved Dlsstgggcnggd Region
University of Indian Institute of Technology India New Delhi O O 1 University of Novosibirsk State University Russia Novosibirsk O O 5)
Az . Kongju National University | South Korea | crunsshsbrignam | O O 2 1 Az O Biecitonies and Rutomstion | Russia
.......... University of Seoul O ahd Pecholosy T 0" | | Russia
Hallym University Moscow State Pedagosgical Russia
| Pohang University of Science and | @n' 1t Kras | Parans (uenroeanoh k| (N oy T African University of | N el
Technology, X-ray Imaging Center Science and Technology |ger|a
Ohu University Kyunghee University South Korea
Loma Linda University us
Nihon University, | austin, Cofiese’of Engineernns | | de
goll?ge of KA ST Eraeering " | Belgium
ngineering o 1S PITEIS ocod pocooscomcnctastcoses
ghneering DEE5ndD RS PelassIoes" | Sweden
Nantoo Eoumy O O 1 Higashi Fortune Institute of Technology [
Taipei County O O 1 Nippon
...................... ourtes AUUON OIS /SN OIS,/ UUOUIN FOORURIUOSURUIN IRURIRUOROTY NOSOON OO |
%EgﬁaﬁgDéSotUﬁ%y ........... O ............. O 5 1 ........ Unlversrty
| Srstional Eentral University - | Taiwan Tdoylan Sotrity O 1
Harbin Institute of Technology
""" Huazhong University of |
Science and Technology
China University of Political
.......... SellEmee ENEI Lawy e S
e BoNErS e China
School ofofsgémer:]rge L<§‘nll\\ll/lecrg?glectromcs Fushun Teachers College China
| PRSles Peing Uniershy . Shenyang Sport University | China
Dalian Reusoft Institute of Mudanjiang University China
Central South University Shandong University China
FPT University First Global Community College Thailand
Hanoi University of California Polytechnlc State US
................ piechnolosY/— o DNETEIRY e
R e S SR Kaua'i Community College us Hawaii O O 2
PO e T e Oty oS Fukushima Beijing Normal University China Beijing O 1
University
e N S China Wuhan, Hubei O 1
C?&%g%”ms{%%f’bﬁﬁsgﬁi Vietnam Hanoi O 1
National Institute of Applied
.......... Seleness, Rennes |
Gdansk University of Technology
| Polish Japanese Institute of |
Information Technology
Politechnica University of Timisoara Belarusian State University Belarus Belarus O O 5
University of Eastern Finland Fukushima Thammasat University Thailand Bangkok O O 1
M oreauia: Gansiie Jer National Middlesex University UK London O O 5
444444 ~SHESTEE RS, e .. it University | Fance | Fence | O | O | 2 | 8 | 5
g Madhatcs o B ol eyl vzt st | Finland Turku, Helsinki O O 5
EreStrotsehnioal University Iwaki Meisei | Liaoning Shihua University | China | | Fushun, Lisoning | O | Qo 1
University Shenvergs EiEmEeeuies] China Shenyang, Liaoning O O 1 1
SR oS,y SChnical Russia Novosibirsk O O 5 SIS iversity Wuhan University China Wuhan, Hubei O O 1
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Academia Consortium Fukushima

Secretariat/located at Fukushima University

Address : Kanayagawa 1, Fukushima City, Fukushima Prefecture, 960-1296
Phone : 024-548-5295 Fax : 024-548-5296

URL : http://acfukushima.net/



