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Learning with International Students in English.
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Differences can lead to deep
and meaningful conversations.
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Despite having visited Japan many times, my knowledge
of Fukushima was limited to what | saw on TV during the
March 11th disaster over a decade ago. Wanting to better
understand the prefeciure and the people who live there, |
took this class to broaden my view and understanding of
Fukushima and its cumrent situation.

Throughout this class | have leamt about a good balance
of how Fukushima is represented in the media today, the
lives of the people duringfollowing the disaster, and the
ongoing restoration work in Fukushima such as the nuclear
power plant decommissioning. The class has also touched
on various social issues, such as disaster response and how
information is conveyed to the public.

Taking classes with Japanese students has been an
enlightening experience. There s often a difference in views
and perspective between Japanese students and us
intemational students, however this has lead to some deep,
meaningful conversations in class that otherwise wouldn't
have happened. Furthermore, it has been a great opportunity
for me to practice Japanese, and hopefully for them to
practice English. | have been able to make good friends with
many of the Japanese students.

1 would recommend this class to anyone interested in
better understanding the disaster situation in Fukushima
during and following the disaster, and wanting to broaden
their knowledge on radiation and social issues resulting from
the disaster.
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You will gain new knowledge
and make many great friends.
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Studying with Japanese students gave me a much better
insight not only into Japanese culture, but also into mine. It
was interesting to hear different perspectives on the same
topic, and see how much our different cultural backgrounds
influence our thinking and dedision making. | think this is one
of the reasons why this subject was so interesting, because
every week we discovered something new about each other
and about ourselves. There were also obstacles that we had
to overcome, mostly in the form of a language barier, but that
also made us do our best and use all available methods to
understand each other. | believe that this helped a lot in
raising the self-confidence of all students, especially when it
comes to talking about ideas and plans in a foreign language.
Anyone who joins this class will gain a lot of new useful
knowledge and make many wonderful friends along the way,
and it is an amazing opportunity for honing your language
skills, whether you're leaming English or Japanese. Also,
being a part of the Our Fukushima project through this diass
is very inspiring, and one of the ways you can contribute to
improving the image of Fukushima in the world, so | would
recommend Intercultural Co-leaming to anyone who would
like to be a part of the change

Fukushima’s History and Culture
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