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The aim of this class is for international- and domestic students alike to get more acquainted with Japanese contemporary society. This can be achieved through a mix of
lectures providing input on contemporary issues such as the demographic decline and rapid aging, diversity and equality, history and international relations, and many others.
These lectures will be followed by sessions during which the students, based on the lectures and their own exploration, will discuss and debate the topics from a variety of
perspectives. With the varied backgrounds of the students, there will be ample opporiunity for comparison of differences and similarities, painting a clear and comprehensive
image of Japan as a nation in the contemporary age.
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Students will also be expected to research topics from contemporary news media and present on the topic of their choice
FELEF BRO-21—RAF s FHS ey SRS —FL §. § BETERULLF—RCDVWTHERETO &SRk snET,

HERRFEERE

1) You can maintain a discussion on a wide range of topics on Japanese contemporary society. BADRAHS(CHEIZBLL T —FICDWTERERITB LN TZET,
2) You have the ability to understand issues in the Japanese news media and place them in the proper context. BAMRERBEO— 1 — A CH T ZHBEFIER L. BILIR
[CE<CcenfTexd.

3) You show an understanding of societal issues from muitiple perspectives, while firmly developing your own stance. BEMITEE LoD BT LRHS. HEfEsE8
MR SERY 3C L TEET,
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1) Introduction

2) Fundamentals of Japanese society

3) Topic 1: Disaster Prevention

4) Discussion session

5) Topic 2: Japan Inc: the Japanese workplace
6) Discussion session

7) Topic 3: Education

8) Discussion session

9) Topic 4: Energy & the environment

10) Discussion session

11) Topic 5 Religion

12) Discussion session

13) Topic 6: Civil Society and Political Engagement
14) Discussion session

15) Final Wrap-up session
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Yoshio Sugimoto, Introduction to Japanese Society (Cambridge University Press, 2021)
Jeff Kingston, Japan (Polity Press, 2019)
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Based on the credit system, a minimum of 60 hours of out-of-class study time is required. Expected activities include: (1) Collecting literature and materials related to the course
content in advance, (2) consuming and analyzing Japanese news, (3) preparing material necessary for discussion sessions.
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Participation during lecture and discussion sessions (70%)
In-class assignments (30%)
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$ (90-100 pts): Satisfied the criteria for eamning credit and achieved exceptional learning outcomes across all evaluation items. BIBEEREARL L. A D2 TOERTES
RRERRELIT,

A (80-89 pis): Satisfied the criteria for earning credit and achieved exceptional learning outcomes across most evaluation items. BIEREERE# B L. 1 DOE<{OEETES
REERREHIT.

B (70-79 pis): Satisfied the criteria for earning credit and achieved exceptional leaming outcomes across several evaluation items. BEAEREEEEFE L. B DL DHOE
BETESRFBERZ ST,
C (6069 pts): Achieved the minimum learning outcomes required to satisfy the criteria for eaming credit. B SEFEEE# B T 2EBOFIEREE &I,
F (0-59 pts): Failed to achieve the leaming outcomes required to satisfy the criteria for eaming credit. BB EEEORERREHIF SN D/,
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Fridays, 3rd & 4th period (prior reservation required)
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The pace and difficulty of the lectures and discussions will be adjusted according to the English language proficiency of the class on average. The instructor will also do his best
to ensure those who find it difficult to speak up due to lingual or cultural differences will have sufficient opportunities.
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This class is conducted entirely in English. The participation grade is dependent on active participation in discussions, asking and answering questions pro-actively. However,
differences in English proficiency will be taken into account when the instructor is convinced that sufficient effort has been made by the student (for example preparation of
discussion points or class questions beforehand).
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The instructor has a MA in East Asian Studies from Leiden University, focusing on Japan's international relations and moderm history. Subsequently, he has gained 10 years of
experience working in Japan's public and private sectors, dealing with a wide range of societal topics including internationalization, tourism, disaster prevention, etc.
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ERewiBs. ERME. 8%, MR, SEChHEIHSRECROBATEELE.



